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child's play compared to the work of General Denikin and his foreign
specialists."
All who visited Soviet Russia shortly after the conclusion of
the war bore out this evidence. For instance. Sir Benjamin Robert-
son, K.C.M.G., K.C.S.L, who went to Russia in December 1921,
"with the concurrence of His Majesty's Government and at the
request of the Russian Famine Relief Fund and the British Red
Cross Society" and returned to London in February 1922, in the
course of a statement, said that: "the rails, sleepers and beds of
the Russian railways were in such a state of dilapidation and decay
that as soon as the frozen snow, which was holding the lines
together, thawed, the railways would for all practical purposes
cease to exist."
But the Soviet engineers and workers set to work and not only
did the railways not "cease to exist," but within the short period
of less than fifteen years built up a railway system many times
superior to that of pre-war Russia.
Stakhanov methods of work are taking firm root in the railways.
Trains which a few years ago, owing to the fact that railway
organization had not kept pace with the heavy demands made upon
the railway system, were continually late in starting and arriving,
now, for the most part, run with exemplary punctuality.
The speeding up and reorganization of the railways which
followed the appointment of that remarkably energetic and capable
Commissar, L. M. Kaganovich, and the subsequent spread of
Stakhanovism on the railways, has led to a reduction in running
costs, and an increase in the productivity of labour per worker,
both in 1936 and 1937. There has been a decrease in the number
of accidents, a considerable rise (23-7 per cent) in wages, and a
slight decrease (2-2 per cent) in the number of workers employed
on the railways.
As in other branches of the national economy, so on the railways,
there has been an energetic drive to increase the skill and quali-
fications of the workers, and nearly 930,000 railwaymen of all classes
have attended technical courses during 1937.